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discuss the new situation in the Balkans. There was no
talk now of maintaining the status quo ante : u The
Ottoman Army will never re-enter Adrianople," said
Mr. Asquith. He was wrong : it did so six months later.

On January the zyth, 1913, the Great Powers sent a
note to the Sublime Porte recommending the cession of
Adrianople, and suggesting that the question of the ^Egean
Islands should be the subject of future discussion.

To the Greybeards at the Sublime Porte, when they
discussed this communique, there seemed no alternative to
acceptance, for as long as the Balkan Alliance held to-
gether there was no means of raising the siege. Yet
acceptance was bitter, for Adrianople was a holy place of
Islam, and had once been the Turkish capital. The Young
Turks did not agree to the surrender, and saw an oppor-
tunity to oust the Greybeards. As soon as the city had
been abandoned to the infidels they intended to swim to
power on the crest of a wave of popular indignation.

Too soon, they thought that their moment had come.
On January the 26th, Enver Bey appeared at the gate of
the Sublime Porte with two hundred followers, demanding
admittance. An officer told him to wait. But Enver was
in no mood to dally on doorsteps, and his adversary was
shot down. Hearing an uproar, the Commander-in-
Chief came out of the Council Chamber and faced the
Young Turks with a cigarette in his mouth and his hands
in his pockets.

" What do you want ? " he asked cheerfully enough.

The reply was another shot: Nazim fell mortally
wounded, saying " The dogs have done for me ! "

They had done for him, and finished also with France
and England. Had that shot not been fired, Turkey might
have remained neutral in 1914, for the Germans would